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From the City Managers’s Desk
Capital Improvements Program Planning
In preparation for the 2020-2021 City Budget, a process 
is used to identify large-scale projects and equipment 
purchases that need to be included in the Budget. 
City staff and the Planning Commission work on the 
process, with the final Program being adopted by the 
City Commission. These Capital Improvements are 
included in the City’s Capital Improvement Program, 
a six-year planning document which is updated every 
year. City Staff are currently evaluating the needs of 
the Community and will be working on this process 
for the next two months. If any member of the public 
would like to learn more about the CIP and/or has ideas 
for items that should be considered, please call Mark 
Gifford at 231-592-4058 or email mgifford@cityofbr.
org.

Hello, my name is Jake Renne. I am a Big Rapids native 
and have lived in the Reed City and Big Rapids areas 
my entire life. My wife of seventeen years is also native 
to Big Rapids, our roots run deep in this community. 
We have three sons that keep us busy with traveling 
soccer, band activities, and high school athletics. As 
a family, we enjoy seasonal camping and pontoon 
boating in the summer months. I like to keep busy 
with home projects and remodeling. I am always up 
for a new griddle recipe too!

I have been employed with the City of Big Rapids 
since January of 2005 holding various positions 
in the Department of Public Works. I hired into a 
custodial position maintaining City Hall, Library, and 
Department of Public Safety buildings. After three 

Meet and Greet: 
Jake Renne, 
Assistant Industrial Pretreatment 
Coordinator at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

At the City Commission
At the regular meeting on December 2, 2019, the City 
Commission heard from FSU Students in the Small 
Town Studio class about their work updating the 
City’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. The Commission 
also acted on several points of business including:

• Awarding a bid to Advance Pool Services for the 
community pool surface replacement,

• Awarding a bid to LandUseUSA to complete a 
citywide Housing Study,

• Referring a decision about sale of the property 
at 906 N. State Street back to the Planning 
Commission for further review, and

• Authorizing a ballot proposal based on a citizen 
petition to completely prohibit recreational 
marihuana establishments within the City of Big 
Rapids.



years, I transitioned to the Water Treatment Plant as 
an operator earning EGLE (DEQ) licenses D-4, D-3, and 
D-2 over the course of eight years. In 2016, I transferred 
to the Wastewater Treatment plant and currently 
hold the position of Assistant Industrial Pretreatment 
Program (IPP) Coordinator. Since moving into the 
wastewater field, I have acquired EGLE (DEQ) licenses 
D and C in wastewater treatment. I have also become 
NPSF certified to support the community pool 
operations. I spend most of my workday in the lab at 
the wastewater plant running tests to evaluate the 
plant output and quality while keeping up reporting 
required by the State of Michigan. The rest of my day 
involves pulling samples from the sanitary sewer 
system, maintaining composite sample pumps, and 
performing other plant operations and maintenance.

An interesting thing I am working on right now is 
acclimating to the IPP duties. This a relatively new 
position to me and involves a more extensive sampling 
and reporting process out in the community with area 
businesses. I have also recently completed a lab split 
required by the State that involved working another 
municipality to run corresponding samples for quality 
control purposes. This a nice opportunity to work with 
my peers in our neighboring communities.

I enjoy living and working in a town that is my home. 
I take pride in the fact that my work impacts my 
community, my family, and my friends. Big Rapids has 
plenty of amenities while keeping its small-town feel. 
You’ll love it here!

By the Numbers: 11/18 - 12/01
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 5,718 Total Passengers
• 3,128 Ferris Shuttle Passengers
• 2,590 Demand Response Passengers
• 438 Adult Riders and 801 Child Riders
• 1,351 Senior or Disabled Riders

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• Sign up now at the Library to use our 3D Printer. 

Perfect for unique Christmas gifts.
• Get into the winter spirit by joining us to create 

snowflakes during Adult Craft Night. Held on 
December 10 from 5PM to 7PM. RSVP for this 
event by calling Sarah at 231-796-5234.

• Visit Santa at the Library on December 17 from 
5PM to 7PM. We will also be doing crafts and 
writing letters to Santa at this time.

• The 2nd annual Solstice Social and Craft Fair will 
be held on December 21 from 12PM to 5PM. All 
proceeds benefit the Library Playground. Craft 
table hosting spots still available.

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Recreation
The Winter Recreation Season is upon us and that 
includes Co-Ed Volleyball season. Registrations are 
due January 3rd and our first scrimmage will take 
place on January 12th. For more recreation programs 
please see https://www.brpr.org/activities/adult_
senior.php

Meet and Greet continued.

Laboratory at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

City Chili Cook off Fundraiser
At the annual City 
Employee Chili Cook 
off Fundraiser, 13 
different chilis were 
put to the test. Funds 
were raised to support 
Angels of Action, in 
the amount of $230. 
Jake Walston, Street 
Superintendent, was 
voted “#1 Best Chili”.  
Congrats Jake!


